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Grade   Four   Social   Studies   Curriculum   Overview   Document  
AASD   Instruc�onal   Framework   for   Social   Studies  

The   answers   to   tomorrow’s   problems   cannot   be   found   in   the   back   of   a   textbook.   The   skills   needed   in   the   modern   workplace   are   not   prac�ced   on   a   worksheet.    In   the   Appleton   Area   School  
District,   inquiry-based   social   studies   is   a   student-centered   learning   process   that   differen�ates   learning   and   assessment   while   promo�ng   a   growth   mindset   through   self   and   peer   reflec�on.  
Inquiry   starts   with   a   compelling   ques�on,   moves   through   a   rigorous   inves�ga�on   and   culminates   in   an   argument   or   ac�on.   The   inquiry-based   curriculum   develops   the   skills   and   builds  
content   knowledge   students   need   to   succeed   in   the   present   and   the   future.   An   inquiry   classroom   supports   teachers   to   regularly   scaffold   students,   therefore   students   are   engaged   and   gain  
greater   independence   in   the   use   of   these   skills.   Student   voice   and   choice   is   honored   and   fosters   a   culture   of   equity   and   collabora�on.   
 
The   inten�onally-designed   curriculum   contains   rigorous   standards-based   content   in   an   authen�c   context   that   is   interes�ng   to   students,   elevates   student   work   by   ensuring   a   public   pla�orm  
for   presenta�on   and   encourages   lifelong   learning.   (for   example:   students   are   encouraged   to   think   as;    economists,   historians,   poli�cal   scien�sts   etc...).   Teachers   are   empowered   to  
implement   a   scope   and   sequence   aligned   to   the   Wisconsin   State   Social   Studies   Standards   that   is   integrated   with   Wisconsin   English   Language   Arts   Standards   and   the   Collabora�ve   for  
Academic,   Social,   and   Emo�onal   Learning   Competencies.   The   curriculum   promotes:   the   reading   of   complex   texts(primary   and   secondary),   building   academic   vocabulary,   evalua�ng   sources  
and   using   evidence   when   wri�ng   from   sources.   
 
The   social   studies   curriculum   is   comprehensive   and   is   built   in   a   model   of   change   that   includes;   prac�ce-based   professional   learning,   blended   curriculum   and   assessment,   instruc�onal  
leadership,   and   professional   learning   communi�es   which   helps   teachers   develop   their   prac�ce   of   inquiry.   Each   unit   of   inquiry   targets   21st   century   skills,   which   are   designed   to   ensure  
students   are   prepared   to   thrive   in   college,   career,   and   civic   life.   
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Required   Assessments  
 
 

Social   Studies   Balanced   Assessment   System  

Pre-Assessment  The   inquiry   units   contain   pre-assessment   tasks   that   provide   teachers   the   opportunity   to   gauge   the   prior   knowledge   and   skills   of   students.   These  
pre-assessments   occur   at   the   beginning   of   the   Explore   Phase   of   every   unit.  

Forma�ve   Assessments  The   inquiry   units   include   forma�ve   assessment   tools   in   every   lesson,   from   teacher   checklists   to   student-created   responses.   Assessment   tools   contain   or  
connect   to   specific   look-fors   that   align   to   lesson   objec�ves   and   build   toward   the   objec�ves   of   the   Essen�al   Ques�on.   These   tools   assess   understanding  
and   skills   across   a   diverse   set   of   tasks,   including   wri�en   claims,   crea�ve   responses,   and   others.  

Checkpoint   Assessments  Checkpoint   Assessments   are   aligned   to   the   objec�ves   of   the   Essen�al   Ques�on   and   are   designed   to   check   understanding   of   concepts   and   development  
of   skills   throughout   that   set   of   lessons.   These   tools   prompt   students   to   draw   conclusions   and   demonstrate   understanding   in   diverse   ways,   o�en   through  
formal   performance   tasks.  

Summa�ve   Assessments  The   product   rubric   serves   as   the   summa�ve   assessment   tool   for   an   Inquiry   unit.   This   rubric   is   co-created   with   students   at   the   beginning   of   the   Construct  
Phase   according   to   a   specific   process   described   in   a   detailed   lesson   plan.   As   part   of   this   process,   teachers   should   incorporate   into   the   success   criteria,  
key   social   studies   concepts   or   content   that   align   with   school,   district   or   state   expecta�ons  

 
 
 

Resources  
Wisconsin   Standards   for   Social   Studies  
 
inquirED   Inquiry   Journeys   Scope   and   Sequence  
 
inquirED   Pla�orm-   Lesson   materials   and   resources   for   each   social   studies   unit  
 
inquirED   Embedded   Learning-   Research-based   strategies   and   support   for   teachers   inside   every   lesson.   

inquirED   Blended   Learning   For   PLC’s   and   Teams  

Inquiry   Founda�ons   I  Inquiry   Founda�ons   II  Inquiry   Founda�ons   III  

How   do   we   implement   inquiry   in   our   classrooms?  How   do   we   grow   a   culture   of   inquiry   in   our   classrooms?  How   do   we   design   inquiry   for   our   students   and   contexts?  

Teachers   develop   an   understanding   of   inquiry   through  
implemen�ng   the   social   studies   curriculum,   relying   on  
inquirED’s   suite   of   instruc�onal   tools   and   assessments.  

Teachers   begin   to   contextualize   content.   They   adapt   the  
curriculum   to   be   more   responsive   to   students,   deepen  
content   explora�on,   and   create   interdisciplinary  
connec�ons.  

Teachers   priori�ze   student   voice   and   choice   in   curriculum,  
building   local   context   into   their   units,   and   adap�ng   lessons  
and   assessments   to   respond   to   student   interest.  

PLC’s   
Teachers   explore   the   essen�al   characteris�cs   of   an   inquiry  
classroom,   including   an   examina�on   of   how   to   implement  
inquirED’s   student-centered   curriculum.  

PLC’s  
Teachers   sharpen   and   expand   essen�al   inquiry-based  
teaching   prac�ces,   and   explore   how   to   grow   the   culture   of  
inquiry   in   their   classrooms   and   across   the   school.  

PLC’s  
Teachers   are   introduced   to   the   skills   of   designing   inquiry  
experiences   that   honor   student   voice   and   choice,   promote  
real-world   connec�ons,   and   elevate   student   work.  

 
 

AASD   Guiding   Principles   for   Teaching   and   learning  
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  K-6   Social   Studies  
● Inquiry   is   at   the   heart   of   social   studies   and   surrounds   the   content  
● Social   studies   prepares   our   students   for   work,   life,   and   ci�zenship  
● Crea�vity,   collabora�on,   communica�on,   cri�cal   thinking,   problem   solving   are   valued  
● Social   studies   should   be   intra   and    interdisciplinary   with   explicit   integra�on   with   ELA,   complimen�ng   each   other  
● Social   studies   must   regain   a   more   balanced   and   elevated   role   in   K-12   curriculum  

AASD   Founda�ons   for   K-6   Social   Studies  
Inquiry -   Teaching   social   studies   content   incorpora�ng   the   inquiry   arc   offers   students   the   opportunity   to   inves�gate   ques�ons   in   a   deep   and   engaging   manner,   and   offers   our   students   the  
opportunity   to   work   collabora�vely,   as   well   as   individually,   on   significant   ques�ons   within   the   social   studies   disciplines.   Inquiry   can   and   should   be   used   within   all   social   studies   disciplines  
and,   as   such,   is   an   “umbrella   strand”   covering   all   content   strands.   The   proper   use   of   the   inquiry   arc   within   our   classrooms,   along   with   other   though�ul   social   studies   strategies,   will   help  
our   students   build   the   intellectual   habits   of   mind   that   will   be   with   them   long   a�er   the   content   is   forgo�en.   It   can   create   in   our   students   the   confidence   in   their   own   skills   to   make   sense   of  
an   increasingly   complex   world.  

Behavior   Sciences -   Learning   about   the   behavioral   sciences   helps   students   understand   people   in   various   �mes   and   places.   By   examining   cultures,   students   are   able   to   compare   our   ways   of  
life   and   those   of   other   groups   of   people   in   the   past   and   present.   As   ci�zens,   students   need   to   know   how   ins�tu�ons   are   maintained   or   changed   and   how   they   influence   individuals,  
cultures,   and   socie�es.   Knowledge   of   the   factors   that   contribute   to   an   individual’s   uniqueness   is   essen�al   to   understanding   the   influence   on   self   and   on   others.  

Economics -   Individuals,   families,   businesses,   and   governments   must   make   complex   economic   choices   as   they   decide   what   goods   and   services   to   provide   and   how   to   allocate   limited  
resources   for   distribu�on   and   consump�on.   In   a   global   economy   marked   by   rapid   technological   change,   students   must   learn   how   to   be   be�er   producers,   consumers,   and   economic  
ci�zens.  

Geography -   Students   gain   geographical   perspec�ves   of   the   world   by   studying   the   earth   and   the   interac�ons   of   people   with   places   where   they   live,   work,   and   play.   Knowledge   of   geography  
helps   students   to   address   the   various   cultural,   economic,   social,   and   civic   implica�ons   of   life   in   earth’s   many   environments.  

History -   Students   need   to   understand   their   historical   roots   and   those   of   others,   and   how   past   events   have   shaped   their   world.   In   developing   these   insights,   students   must   know   what   life  
was   like   in   the   past   and   how   things   change   and   develop   over   �me.   Reconstruc�ng   and   interpre�ng   historical   events   provides   a   needed   perspec�ve   in   addressing   the   past,   the   present,   and  
the   future.  

Poli�cal   Science -   Knowledge   about   the   structures   of   power,   authority,   and   governance   and   their   evolving   func�ons   in   contemporary   society   is   essen�al   if   young   ci�zens   are   to   develop   civic  
responsibility.   Young   people   become   more   effec�ve   ci�zens   and   problem   solvers   when   they   know   how   local,   state,   and   na�onal   governments   and   interna�onal   organiza�ons   func�on   and  
interac t.  

  Social   Studies   Inquiry   Overview  
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Grade   4   Theme:   State   and   Local   Perspec�ves    -During   the   State   and   Local   Perspec�ves   Arc   students   examine   the   history,   present   challenges,   and   new   opportuni�es   of   their   state   and   local   areas.  
 
Unit   1:   Human   Environment   Interac�on  
Compelling   Inquiry   Ques�on:    How   should   we   use   the   natural   resources   of   the   United   States?  
 
The   natural   resources   that   we   rely   on   to   survive   and   thrive   come   from   our   local,   state,   na�onal,   and   global   environments.   Their   use   helps   to   feed   us,   shelter   us,   and   power   our   lives.   In   this   Unit,  
students   examine   the   resources   and   interdependence   of   regions   of   the   United   States.   They   also   explore   how   their   local   and   state   communi�es   fit   into   the   na�onal   economic   picture,   not   only  
examining   the   use   of   resources,   but   also   present   and   future   challenges   and   opportuni�es.   Each   region   of   the   United   States   is   unique;   together,   they   provide   people   with   the   different   resources  
they   need   to   survive.   In   this   Unit,   students   explore   the   rich   natural   resources   across   the   US,   how   people   use   them,   and   the   ways   everyone   can   help   sustain   them.   Students   will   explore   the   unique  
natural   resources   of   the   US   by   taking   an   in-depth   look   at   each   region   and   what   it   produces.   Their   inves�ga�on   is   conducted   through   the   lenses   of   geography,   our   food   supply,   and   energy  
produc�on,   all   while   keeping   the   concept   of   sustainability   in   mind.   As   students   explore   how   humans   depend   on   the   natural   resources   of   each   region,   they   also   learn   the   importance   of   good  
stewardship.   Students   are   introduced   to   the   five   regions   of   the   country,   inves�ga�ng   each   region’s   unique   geography,   natural   resources,   and   agricultural   products.   Students   conduct   in-depth  
research   on   the   primary   agricultural   products   of   each   region   of   the   US,   examine   the   importance   of   healthy   soil   to   food   produc�on,   and   explore   how   humans   can   be   good   stewards   of   natural  
resources.   Students   explore   and   evaluate   the   impact   of   different   renewable   and   nonrenewable   energy   sources,   using   their   learning   to   advocate   for   the   use   of   a   par�cular   energy   source   within  
their   region.   Students   determine   the   environmental,   economic,   and   social   impacts   of   scarcity   of   natural   resources   and   use   their   learning   to   address   issues   of   scarcity   in   their   own   region   or  
community.   At   the   conclusion   of   the   Explore   phase,   students   determine   how   they   will   take   ac�on   to   address   the   Inquiry   Ques�on:   How   should   we   use   the   natural   resources   of   the   United   States?  
 
Essen�al   Ques�ons:   

● How   is   each   region   of   the   US   important   to   the   na�on   as   a   whole?  
● How   can   our   natural   resources   sustain   our   food   supply?  
● How   can   we   determine   the   best   natural   resources   to   power   our   lives?  
● How   should   we   respond   to   scarcity   of   resources?  
● How   can   we   design   a   product   to   share   our   findings   and   address   our   challenge?  
● How   will   we   share   our   work   with   our   audience?  
● What   can   we   take   away   from   this   experience?  

 
Social   Studies   Performance   Indicators  
Inquiry:    Inq1.a.i,   Inq1.b.i,   Inq2.a.i,   Inq2.b.i,   Inq3.a.i,   Inq3.b.i,   Inq3.c.i,   Inq4.a.i,   Inq4.b.i,   Inq5.a.i  
Behavioral   Science:    BH1.a.4,   BH1.b.4,   BH2.a.4-5,   BH4.a.i  
Economics:    Econ1.b.4,   Econ2.a.3-4,   Econ2.b.4  
Geography:    Geog.1.a.4-5,   Geog1.b.i,   Geog1.c.4-5,   Geog2.d.4-5,   Geog3.b.4,   Geog5.a.3-4  
History :   Hist1.a.i,   Hist1.b.i,   Hist2.a.i,   Hist2.c.i,   Hist3.a.i,   Hist3.b.i,   Hist3.c.i,   Hist4.a.i,   Hist4.b.i,   Hist4.c.i,   Hist4.d.i   
Poli�cal   Science :   PS2.c.4-5,   PS4.a.i  
 

 
Grade   4   Theme:   State   and   Local   Perspec�ves    -During   the   State   and   Local   Perspec�ves   Arc   students   examine   the   history,   present   challenges,   and   new   opportuni�es   of   their   state   and   local   areas.  
 
Unit   2:   Local   History  
Compelling   Inquiry   Ques�on:    How   should   we   honor   or   preserve   our   state   and   local   history?  
 

The   historical   roots   of   state   and   local   history   are   not   buried,   but   alive   in   the   ar�facts,   monuments,   and   buildings   around   us,   as   well   as   the   stories   that   we   tell.   In   this   Unit,   students   learn   about   the  
first   peoples   to   live   in   their   state   and   the   major   events   at   the   roots   of   their   state’s   history.   They   inves�gate   how   state   and   local   history   is   remembered   and   memorialized,   and   the   effects   of   choosing  
which   history   is   memorialized   and   what   stories   are   told.   Students   are   presented   with   a   variety   of   stories   and   accounts   of   their   state’s   origin   stories,   going   back   to   its   first   inhabitants.   Through   their  
explora�on,   they   consider   the   many   different   ways   people   honor   the   past.   Students   inves�gate   what   drew   people   to   their   state   and   how   they   adapted   to   life   in   that   area.   Throughout   this   Essen�al  
Ques�on,   students   begin   to   construct   a   collabora�ve   �meline   represen�ng   events   of   their   state.   Students   unpack   the   important   events   that   shaped   their   state.   Through   teacher-guided   and   small  
group   inves�ga�ons,   they   develop   a   deeper   understanding   of   these   historic   events   and   add   them   to   their   classroom   �meline.   Students   discover   that   history   is   all   around   us!   They   explore   historic  
events   and   landmarks   of   their   area   and   create   new   �meline   markers   to   document   and   share   their   findings.   Students   explore   different   ways   we   choose   to   honor   the   past,   from   preserving   historic  
sites   to   erec�ng   new   monuments   and   memorials.   In   addi�on,   they   learn   that   when   viewpoints   change   and   perspec�ves   broaden,   monuments   may   be   changed   or   even   removed   to   address   these  
societal   shi�s.   At   the   conclusion   of   the   Explore   phase,   students   determine   how   they   will   take   ac�on   to   address   the   Inquiry   Ques�on:   How   should   we   honor   our   state   and   local   history?  

Essen�al   Ques�ons:   

● Who   were   the   first   people   here?  
● How   did   important   events   shape   our   state?  
● How   can   I   uncover   the   history   of   my   state?  
● How   do   monuments   represent   our   history?  
● How   can   we   design   a   product   to   share   our   findings   and   address   our   challenge?  
● How   will   we   share   our   work   with   our   audience?  
● What   can   we   take   away   from   this   experience?  

 
Social   Studies   Performance   Indicators  
Inquiry:    Inq1.a.i,   Inq1.b.i,   Inq2.a.i,   Inq2.b.i,    Inq3.a.i,   Inq3.b.i,   Inq3.c.i,   Inq4.a.i,   Inq4.b.i,   Inq5.a.i  
Behavioral   Science:    BH1.a.4,   BH2.a.4-5,   BH2.b.4,   BH4.a.i  
Economics:    Econ1.b.4  
Geography:    Geog1.c.4-5,   Geog2.d.4-5,   Geog4.a.4  
History :   Hist1.a.i,   Hist1.b.i,   Hist2.a.i,   Hist2.b.i,   Hist3.a.i,   Hist3.b.i,   Hist4.a.i,   Hist4.b.i,   Hist4.d.i   
Poli�cal   Science :   PS4.a.i  
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Grade   4   Theme:   State   and   Local   Perspec�ves    -During   the   State   and   Local   Perspec�ves   Arc   students   examine   the   history,   present   challenges,   and   new   opportuni�es   of   their   state   and   local   areas.  
 
Unit   3:   Economic   Entrepreneurship  
Compelling   Inquiry   Ques�on:    How   can   we,   as   entrepreneurs,   meet   a   need   in   our   community?  
 
Innovators   and   entrepreneurs   play   an   important   role   in   solving   problems   and   mee�ng   needs.   In   this   Unit,   students   take   the   journey   from   idea�ng   goods   and   services   to   bringing   their   businesses   to  
life.   As   they   collaborate   with   classmates,   they   analyze   data   to   determine   the   need   for   their   business   in   the   community,   build   a   posi�ve   team   culture,   and   develop   a   business   plan   that   accounts   for  
adver�sing,   produc�on,   pricing,   and   funding   for   the   business.   Every   day,   new   goods   and   services   hit   the   market.   Behind   each   of   these   innova�ons   is   an   idea   –   someone   (or   a   team)   considered   the  
cri�cal   needs   or   wants   of   customers,   and   designed   a   solu�on   through   the   development   of   a   new   business.   In   this   Unit,   students   take   on   the   role   of   entrepreneurs   as   they   develop   a   business   plan  
to   address   a   want   or   need   in   their   community.   Student   groups   will   build   the   framework   for   a   new   business   based   on   the   needs   and   wants   of   their   target   customers.   They   develop   plans   for   effec�ve  
adver�sing   and   profitability,   consider   the   individual   strengths   of   their   own   team   members,   and   explore   the   poten�al   funding   models   that   will   get   their   goods   and   services   off   the   ground.   Students  
start   by   thinking   of   their   target   customer,   who   may   be   another   group   of   students   within   the   school,   or   a   group   of   individuals   in   the   larger   community.   Students   brainstorm   ini�al   ideas   for   goods  
and   services,   seeking   feedback   from   their   target   customers   directly   as   these   ideas   take   shape.   Students   finalize   the   business   concepts   that   will   be   developed   for   the   rest   of   the   Unit,   based   on   their  
market   research.   They   consider   their   own   strengths   and   passions   as   team   members   and   define   their   team   iden�ty   through   the   crea�on   of   a   Business   Profile.   Students   grapple   with   the   economic  
principle   that   “profit   equals   revenue   minus   expenses.”   They   project   the   produc�on   costs   and   materials   needed   for   their   business   and   determine   a   pricing   model   that   will   exceed   their   total  
expenses.   Addi�onally,   students   develop   an   adver�sing   plan   using   the   techniques   of   ethos,   pathos,   and   logos.   Students   unpack   the   need   for   start-up   capital   through   an   explora�on   of   different  
funding   models,   including   bank   loans   and   venture   capitalism.   They   compare   the   benefits,   disadvantages,   and   other   implica�ons   of   various   financial   decisions,   such   as   owing   interest,   loss   of  
ownership,   and   corporate   responsibility.   At   the   conclusion   of   the   Explore   phase,   students   determine   how   they   will   take   ac�on   to   address   the   Inquiry   Ques�on:   How   can   we,   as   entrepreneurs,   meet  
a   need   in   our   community?  
 
Essen�al   Ques�ons:   

● What   need   might   we   meet?  
● How   can   we   build   strong   business   teams?  
● How   can   our   business   be   profitable?  
● How   do   I   make   wise   money   choices?  
● How   can   we   design   a   product   to   share   our   findings   and   address   our   challenge?  
● How   will   we   share   our   work   with   our   audience?  
● What   can   we   take   away   from   this   experience?  

 
Social   Studies   Performance   Indicators  
Inquiry:    Inq1.a.i,   Inq1.b.i,   Inq2.a.i,   Inq2.b.i,   Inq3.a.i,   Inq3.b.i,   Inq3.c.i,   Inq4.a.i,   Inq4.b.i,   Inq5.a.i  
Behavioral   Science:    BH4.a.i  
Economics:    Econ1.b.4,   Econ2.a.3-4,   Econ2.b.4-5,   Econ3.a.4,   Econ4.b.4-5  
Geography:    Geog1.a.4-5  
History :   Hist4.a.i,   Hist4.b.i  
Poli�cal   Science :   PS1.a.i,   PS2.a.i,   PS2.c.4-5,   PS3.b.3-4,   PS3.c.4-5,   PS4.a.i   
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